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Stay current with the Secretary of State

All corporations, limited lability
companies, limited partnerships, lim-
ited liability partnerships, and business
trusts organized in the Commonwealth
of Kentucky must file an annual report
by June 30 of each year. Here’s a look at
the process.

Consequences

Failure to file will result in the compa-

ny being listed in bad standing with the
Kentucky Secretary of State. Bad stand-
ing can create problems for a business
trying to enter into contracts or borrow
money, as well as endanger a company’s
limited liability shield for its sharehold-
ers or members.

If the Secretary of State does not
receive a company’s annual report by
Oct. 31 of any year, it will dissolve the
company, resulting in a costly reinstate-

ment procedure and potential civil fines.

For those companies that have been
administratively dissolved, a reinstate-
ment package is available from the
Secretary of State. The application for
reinstatement must be accompanied by
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letters of good standing from the Ken-
tucky Department of Revenue and the
Kentucky Department of Unemployment
Insurance.

Information required

The Secretary of State mails a post-
card-sized annual report form to the
company’s principal office each year.
The preprinted annual report form con-
tains the company’s name, principal of-
fice address, registered agent, registered
office address and a list of the current
officers and directors or members and

managers.

A company may update the annual
report form to reflect its current of-
ficers and directors or members and
managers by making the changes
directly on the annual report form or
by adding an attachment. To change
its principal office address, registered
agent or registered agent’s address, a
company must obtain another form
from the Secretary of State and pay an
additional fee.

Report filing

Annual reports may be filed at any
time during the year except not between
Nov. 1and Jan. 1. Annual report forms
may be requested in paper form from the
Secretary of State or completed online at
the agency’s website. If a company has
not filed an annual report by Sept. 1, the
Secretary of State will send the company
anotice saying its annual report is over-
due.

While filing costs for annual reports
vary depending upon the type of com-
pany, the fee for most entities is $15.

Giher reguirements

Companies have filing responsibilities
with the Secretary of State in addition
to the annual report. They must report
changes in their principal office address,
registered agent, or registered agent ad-
dress when they occur. Also, changes to
a company’s articles of incorporation,
organization, merger or dissolution must
be filed.

More information regarding an-
nual reports and other company fil-
ing requirements can be found on the
Secretary of State’s website; www.sos.
ky.gov/business.

Robert Goff is an associate with Pa-
ducah’s Denton & Keuler law firm.
His areas of practice include estate
planning wills, trusts, estates and
probate, contracts, business corpo-
rations and partnerships, and elder
law. He is admitted to practice in
Kentucky, lllinois and Tennessee.
He can be contacted at 270-443-
8253.
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