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Renaming doesnt stop work
Jane and Louis Myre gave $6 million to
the project. The center was renamed for
her father.

By C.D. Bradley cdbradley@paducahsun.com--
270.575.8650

With 53
days until r .
opening s
night, the
construction |
crews

building
the $36.4
million
performing
arts . LANCE DENNEE/The Sun Cold, but thrilling:
center in Above, Mayor Bill Paxton (left) sits next to
Jane and Louis Myre prior to the
downtown announcement, by president David Rowell
Paducah (looking on in background), Monday that
5 would honor her father with the newly
COUI dn t renamed Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center.
afford The Myres donated $6 million to the
construction of the center, which will open
any Feb. 27. In order to finish on time, construction
distractions work did not hait for the renaming ceremony.
Monday.

That's why work continued even as the project,
more than year into construction after a decade
of preparation, got a new name.

A sign on Kentucky Avenue bearing the names
of 325 donors and a prominent Paducahan who
died more than 40 years ago was unveiled
under gray skies as about four dozen now-
prominent Paducahans sat under a tent and
shivered. The names of the guests of honor,
Jane and Louis Myre, sat alone on the signin
the category of those who gave $5 million or
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more to the project. Jane Myre's father's name
was alone at the top: The Luther F. Carson
Four Rivers Center.

"It's cold, but I'm thrilled," Jane Myre said
after the brief ceremony. "My father loved
Paducah, and thisisreally just in memory of
him ... | thought it would be great if something
here carried his name."

Carson started the Coca-Cola bottling plant in
Paducah, and his family nameis hardly
unknown here. It graces a county park and a
building at West Kentucky Community and
Technical College. Neither, though, was as
large an undertaking as the center.

John Williams Sr., a center board member who
chairsits capital fund-raising campaign,
estimated the total project cost at $47.5
million, including the building, improvements
to the site and the endowment. With less than
eight weeks until it opens, $750,000 is needed
to fully pay for it. Nobody except the state of
Kentucky with its $20 million donation has
done more financially for the project than the
Myres.

They gave $5 million toward the endowment,
which Williams said was crucial in securing
state aid for construction. When the final
campaign began, they gave $1 million more.

After the ceremony, and after accepting
congratul ations from others named on the wall,
the Myres entered the center for a brief tour.
They had seen it before, of course — Louis
Myre said they had been in the building just
last month — and quietly slipped into the
lobby as the tour group checked out the
performance hall.

The Myres ambled toward the center's front
doors, then turned. They stood there silently
for severa moments, staring up at the
unfinished mural above the donor wall's
permanent home against the lobby's back wall.
Therest of the group filed out of the hall, and
more congratulations were offered. After afew
minutes, the crowd thinned out, and the Myres
departed until opening weekend.

Left were a handful of center staff and board
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members, who quickly began discussing issues
surrounding the center's wall and floor
coverings. Back to work. Only 53 daysto go.
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